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I wonder would you kindly tell me, Lord,
just why You hung upon the Cross and died?
Your Heart, pierced with a lance
Your arms outstretched and crucified?

Darkness fell, the earth it shook.
The veil of the temple, it tore.
The crowd that gathered and condemned You, Lord,
were shocked and even turned away overawed.

As your words ‘It is finished’ rent the air,
Mother Mary, some women and John, had courage to be there.
So please tell me, Lord, for I really must know
why You hung upon the Cross and suffered so?

“It was for you, dear child, for your brothers and sisters,
all of mankind, that my life was spent,
that I suffered and died, then arose to ascend and live forever
with My Father and Spirit by whom I had been sent.”

How beautiful gracious Lord, is the gift of your love –
it is compassion and forgiveness, it is joy, it is peace.
Your power and glory You set aside, it did not cease.
You became Incarnate in the Virgin Mother’s womb,
to save us, your children, from the eternal darkness of the tomb.

Our life of joy and suffering you lived, as it unfurled
from Your Father’s own right hand,
erasing the sin of Adam and Eve, as originally planned.
You re-opened the gates of Heaven for the whole human race.
We adore you, O Christ, and we thank You for your saving grace. 

S R .  M I R I A M  L O R E N Z  S S P C
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As reported to Agenzia Fides by the 
social communications office of the 
Conference, the seminar was 

based on the post-synodal apostolic 
exhortation of Pope Francis entitled 
“Christus Vivit” and brought together 
animators from the dioceses of Port 
Moresby, Madang, Mt. Hagen, Rabaul, 
Alotau, Daru-Kiunga, Mendi, Kavieng, 
Aitape, Wewak, Kerema, Bereina, Vanimo 
and Lae. Bishops of Kerema and Alotau 
dioceses were the facilitators, together 
with CBC secretary of Social 
Communication and Youth, Fr. Ambrose 

Pereira SDB and other religious. The 
training sessions are aimed at helping 
young animators and coordinators of 
youth groups in youth pastoral, in each 
diocese.

Addressing the coordinators present, 
Bishop Peter Baquero said: “Young people 
want a Church that listens to them and 
this is a challenge for young animators and 
group coordinators, so that they are ready 
to listen to our young people”. During 
the training seminar they watched a film 
“The Least of These”, which then inspired 
debate, reflection and prayer.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA

Call to holiness: reflect on 

‘Christus Vivit’

‘Young people of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Island are ‘called 
to holiness’ in their daily life’ was the call to reflection issued by 
the National Seminar, dedicated to youth pastoral animators in 
Port Moresby by the Youth Commission of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of Papua New Guinea and Solomon Islands.
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“The gathering, interaction of youth 
animators, the presence of the two 
Bishops and the enriching sharing 
of Christus Vivit was very inspiring”, 
said Sr. Rebecca Fernandez OND, 
coordinator of youth of Port Moresby. 
“I will share what I learned through 
accompaniment and also through 
prayer, in the work of evangelisation”, 
said Linus Akaina, youth animator of 
the diocese of Bereina.

“Young people are not afraid to 
live with Christ”, stressed Fr. Ambrose 
Pereira SDB, highlighting that 
participants were given the opportunity 
to share and deal with the problems 
and challenges they face daily in social 
life and in the spiritual path. Inspired by 
Jesus, light and hope for his disciples, 
the educators were invited to walk 
alongside the young as did Don Bosco.  

Our photos, taken in Mendi Diocese, give us a good idea 
of the beauty and joy of some of PNG’s children.
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Sr. Rani Maria was then working in 
Udainagar engaged in social and 
developmental work, training the 

poor, illiterate, and low caste, to liberate 
them from the clutches of money lenders, 
from oppression and exploitation. She had 
set up many self-help groups, seed and 
fertilizer banks for the farmers, and got 
their children into schools. 

The landlords and money lenders were 
badly affected and they knew who was 
behind this so they began plotting to 
get rid of her but she went ahead with 
courage and enthusiasm in the strength 
of her prayer life and community support. 
The day Sr. Rani was martyred, on 25th 
February 1995, I was in Indore and 
Bishop Anathil called me. 

He wanted Fr. Lucas, the secretary 
and me to accompany him to the jungles 
where her body was found by the side of 
the forest road. The Kapil Bus in which 
she was travelling was parked there and 
a crowd had gathered. We identified the 

body and claimed it. With the help of 
our driver, we two priests lifted the body 
onto the bus. Fr. Lucas, accompanied by 
the police, took the body for post mortem 
to Indore medical college while Bishop 
Anathil and I took her luggage and went 
to the police station.

Rani’s last journey home

She had been on her way home for 
holidays. The people knew, and of course 
her enemies also came to know about 
it so they planned to eliminate her this 
time. The first bus from Udainagar they 
got cancelled, and the second bus at 
8am which was going by the side of the 
convent through the jungle and hills was 
the one she took. In fact, one of the gang 
members took her bag and put it into 
the bus. She got a seat in the front area, 
as the bus went ahead it stopped at a 
roadside rock cave where all vehicles offer 
Pooja, coconut etc. Mr Samander Singh, 
a domestic helper of the Upa-Sarpanch of 

I N D I A

Sr. Rani Maria
a seed for Christ

In June 1991 the Pallottine Fathers came to Indore diocese at 
the invitation of then Bishop George Anathil. Two of us were 
appointed to St. Theresa Pushp Nagar Indore. Soon I was 
appointed as the director for laity and family as well as SCC 
commission and in 1993 given the responsibility as regional 
secretary to the Laity and Family commission. From January 1994 
I was engaged full time in regional animation and training.



7M I S S I O N A R Y  S I S T E R S  O F  S T .  P E T E R  C L A V E R

Udainagar was the hired assassin.
He took some coconut in a plate, broke 

it at the rock cave and cut pieces with a 
sharp knife he had brought. He returned 

to the bus and it started climbing the rest 
of the hill while Samander went with the 
coconut pieces and offered to all in the 
bus beginning from the last seat. As he 
approached Sr. Rani Maria he took out his 
knife and started stabbing her. She cried 
for help, none of the 55 passengers dared 
to come to her rescue since he threatened 
everybody. As he went on stabbing all 
over her body, 55 stab wounds, the bus 
stopped and the travellers got out and 
ran away. He then dragged her out of the 
bus on to the side of the forest road. All 
through the incident she struggled and 
said “Jesus” loudly. The bus driver and 
conductor also did nothing. 

As we were returning to Indore, Bishop 
Anathil decided that Sr. Rani Maria 
should be buried at Udainagar among 
the people where she lived and worked. 
“This seed that has died will bring about 
a rich harvest, her tomb will strengthen 
the people and our work there,” said 
Bishop Anathil. Then of course it had to 
be discussed with her provincial superiors 
who were not in favour, but Bishop 
Anathil managed to convince them that in 
the present context it is the best witness 
to take her back to Udainagar and have 
a solemn funeral. The body was placed 
in the Cathedral for everyone to pray 
and pay their respects. The news of her 
murder spread like wildfire and hit the 

newspaper and TV Channels. Not only 
the diocese of Indore but the whole of 
Madhya Pradesh started to come.

Rally for justice

On February 26th we conducted a 
silent rally with placards, and submitted 
a memorandum to the commissioner 
to arrest the guilty and bring them to 
justice. Bishop Anathil and team moved 
fast and contacted all media, sent in 
protest letters to the State Chief Minister 
and the central ministers demanding 
justice and protection for the minority. 
It was heartening to see their quick, 
positive response. The funeral procession 
from Indore Cathedral to Udainagar 
Mission took more than 3 hours, but it 
was perhaps the most solemn prayerful 
and graceful funeral procession of such 
length in the history of North India. The 
procession had many stops as people 
paid floral tribute to this great missionary, 
social worker, and martyr. Full security 
arrangements were made by the State 
and everything went as planned. A large 
crowd had gathered from Udainagar and 
adjoining villages where she had served, 
to bid a tearful goodbye to Sr. Rani Maria.

A memorial granted

After the funeral many went to the spot 
where she was murdered. Bishop Anathil 
wanted to have a memorial erected 
at the spot and as he requested the 
Chief Minister, permission was granted 
immediately. In fact, the Government gave 
us the freedom to choose whatever area 
and construct whatever monument. A 
small memorial was built in a few days, 
but it was damaged again and again. The 
diocese continued to repair the damage 
and finally it is there today. The diocese 
spent quite a lot on lawyers’ fees and for 
other incidentals. Among the numerous 
witnesses who were in the bus, all but 

  This seed that has died 
will bring about a rich 
harvest, her tomb will 
strengthen the people and 
our work there.
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one retracted. Some turned hostile due 
to threats and pressures during the case 
proceedings. One man had the courage to 
stand before the judge and give witness to 
the crime, identifying the criminal which 
proved the case in our favour. He was one 
of the drivers of our Mission stations. 

We got a favourable verdict in a years’ 
time and it was a great victory of truth 
and justice. I must say that after the 
court verdict, this man who dared to give 
witness, braving threats to his life and 
family, is nowhere even mentioned in the 
narrative and found no place in all that 
happened till today. Samander Singh the 
hired killer got life term jail. The Sisters 
kept visiting Samander and forgave him 
unconditionally. This act really moved 
him; he deeply repented of the crime and 
began to believe in the person of Christ. 
He has grown in his love and devotion 
to Sr. Rani Maria. When the parents and 
Sisters approached the governor of the 
State with an earnest request to release 
him from jail, the governor remarked that 
only you Christians could do this – love 
and forgive a criminal. 

Soon after the murder and the funeral 

of Sr. Rani Maria the mission work, 
social, and development programmes 
slowed due to the rather tense 
atmosphere in and around Udainagar. 
Bishop Anathil declared Udainagar a 
Pilgrim Centre. Gradually the locals were 
organised, the priests and sisters trained, 
and the work which Sr. Rani started has 
developed. There is certainly a lot of 
progress and development at Udainagar 
today. The love and respect the people 
had for her, and the miracles Sr. Rani 
Maria has worked for this mission can 
all be felt and seen at Udainagar. The 
beatification of Sr. Rani Maria is an 
inspiration not only for the faithful of 
Udainagar mission of Indore diocese but 
for the whole Catholic Church. 

“Let your light shine before 
men that they may see your 
good works and give glory to 
your Father in heaven.”

May these words of the Lord really come 
true at Udainagar. 

+ Thomas Thennatt SAC, Bishop of Gwalior

The memorial of Sr. Rani Maria at Udainagar.
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‘The reason for being of the mission 
is the Eucharist. John Paul II said 

that the Church lives by the Eucharist. 
Without the Eucharist, the Church no 
longer has her reason for being. Yet, 
without being responsible for this 
dramatic situation, many Christian 
communities in Africa and in the world 
remain for years without the Eucharist 
due to the lack of priests”.
“It must be said that many Christian 
communities in Africa and in other parts 
of the world, are living a Eucharistic 
famine”. As yet they have little or no 
access to Sacramental Communion.
In the light of this, a vigorous and 
prophetic response is needed more than 
ever, that offers a saving solution to this 

pastoral problem that not only seriously 
undermines the missionary activity of 
the Church of Africa, but also empties 
our Christian communities. Without 
concrete answers to their situations, our 
faithful turn to other religious realities”.

“Besides praying to the Lord of the 
harvest so he can send workers for his 
harvest as the Gospel recommends, 
concrete actions must be taken to 
provide concrete answers to this 
question. One of the plausible paths 
today is to work for an accurate 
formation of the laity, catechists, 
extraordinary ministers of communion, 
and for those who thirst and hunger 
for the Eucharist”, concludes Fr. Zagore 
SMA.  Fides

Hunger for 
the Eucharist

A F R I C A

Fr. Philip Kinyanjui, Eldoret Diocese, Kenya. 
Photo: Sandy Kelly

“The Eucharist remains essentially the heart of the Church’s 
missionary activity. Without it nothing can be achieved. As 
Saint Therese of the Child Jesus says, “In the absence of the 
Eucharistic Jesus the Gospel cannot be announced, the sick 
cannot be comforted and healed, the world cannot be led to the 
Kingdom of Heaven”, explains Father Donald Zagore, Ivorian 
theologian of the Society of African Missions.
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M A L A Y S I A

Church accompanies 
our suffering youth

‘The Church in Malaysia 
accompanies young people 
suffering from depression. The 
mental condition of depression is 
a growing emergency among the 
young”, says Catholic lay leader 
Joseph Pragasam to Fides.

Faced with this emergency, several 
parishes and dioceses in Malaysia 

have decided to commit themselves to 
accompanying young people to overcome 
depression and mental health problems”, 
says Joseph Pragasam. “We must 
accompany them in their personal lives, 
on a human and spiritual level, and follow 
their course of study. Today’s young 
people face many challenges”, he added.

“Parishes seek to accompany our 
youth in cultivating faith on a personal 
level. Parents have an important role in 
communicating faith to their children and 

a healthy spiritual life can protect them 
from depression. Another hope is that in 
the future there will be priests and religious 
vocations who can dedicate themselves 
to this mission”, said the parish priest of 
St. Michael, Fr. Anthony Liew, inviting 
parents and the elderly to “accompany their 
children on their faith journey and to pray 
for them”.

Fr Liew says, “Young Catholics must 
ask themselves how to live a meaningful 
and happy life: this is the first antidote 
to depression. Every person, every young 
person, is called to discern their call to 
their religious consecration or lay life, in the 
certainty that God never abandons anyone.

Malaysia is a Muslim-majority country 
based on secular principles. Christianity is 
a minority religion practiced by 9.2% of the 
population. Two thirds of the 2.6 million 
Christians live in eastern Malaysia, in the 
provinces of Sabah and Sarawak on the 
large Island of Borneo.  Fides
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K E N Y A  

Warm greetings 
from Fr. Antony 
George…

We have started the water tank 
work- ref: 59/2019 Meru -

at Salesan Primary School Chera, 
and the work is going on well. We
had to stop the work due to some 
rain, although this year we did not 
get a lot of rain in our Tharaka Nithi 
County, especially in Chuka districts 
but we hope for the next rain after 
three months. 

By the grace of God the project 
of building the water tank is going 
on well. I have attached a photo so 
you can have a look at it and I will 
update you as we continue with the 
work. We do pray for you Sisters, 
please keep our Mission and our 
children close to your heart in prayer. 

We sincerely thank you dear 
Sisters for your love, care, concern, 
and support towards our Missions in 
Africa. May God bless you and your 
benefactors. 

Fr. Antony George MSFS, Meru Diocese

V O C A T I O N

Mission is sowing the seed, inviting flowers 
to grow in God’s garden. Photo: Kay Young

Go to the 
whole world 
and tell the

Good 
News

“The Mission is of utmost importance 
because, not with words only, but with 

our concrete love it can make every 
person feel loved by the Father.” 

Pope Francis.

Young women who wish to accept 
from God the ‘Mission Vocation’ to 

live the consecrated life as a Missionary 
Sister of St. Peter Claver, may contact 
the Sisters at the address on the inside 
front cover of this Echo.

Name

Age

Address

                                                        P/Code

The water tank beginning to take shape for the vital 
provision of clean water in the county districts.
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On the feast day of the 
Guardian Angels, 2nd 
October 2018, Pope Francis 
took inspiration from the 
Readings. He praised the role 
of the protectors God places 
by our side.

‘The Angels are our companions, 
guardians, and guides along the 
path of life, and gateways that 

open the way to God. ‘Behold, I send an 
Angel before you, to guard you on the 
way and to bring you to the place which 
I have prepared’. The Guardian Angels 
are the special helpers that the Lord 
promises to us His people.

Life is a journey, along which we 
must be helped by ‘companions’, by 
‘protectors’, by ‘compasses’ to guard us 
against dangers, and from the snares we 
might encounter.

There are three specific risks: There 
is the danger of not going on the 
journey. How many people settle down 
and do not set out on the journey, 
and their whole life is stalled, without 
moving, without doing anything. Like 
that man in the Gospel who was afraid 
to invest the talent. He buried it and 
said: I am at peace, I am calm. I cannot 
make a mistake. So I do not take a risk.

 So many people do not know how 
to make the journey, or are afraid of 

taking risks and they are stalled, but 
we know that those who are stalled 
in life end up corrupted. Like water, 
when water remains in one place the 
mosquitos come, they lay their eggs, 
and everything is corrupted. Everything! 
The Angels help us, they push us to 
continue on the journey.

There are two other dangers we face 
in our lives. There is the danger of going 
astray which can be corrected easily 
only at the beginning; and the danger 
of leaving the road to lose ourselves in 
a maze, going from one part to another 
like a ‘labyrinth’ that traps us, so that 
we cannot escape. The Angel is there 
to help us not to mistake the road, and 
to continue to journey along it; but our 
prayer, our request for help, is needed. 
The Lord says, ‘Have respect for their 
presence.’ The Angel has authority to 
guide us. Listen to him. Hearken to his 
voice, and do not rebel against him. 
Listen to the inspirations which are 
always from the Holy Spirit, but the 
Angel inspires them.

I want to ask you a question: Do you 
speak with your Angel? Do you know 
the name of your Angel? Do you listen 
to your Angel? Do you allow yourself to 
be led by his hand along the path, or do 
you need to be pushed to move?

The presence and role of the Angels 
in our life is very important, because 
they not only help us to journey well, 

Guardian Angels

popespeaksp
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but also show us our destination. 
In the day’s Gospel from St 
Matthew, the Lord says ‘Do not 
despise one of these little ones 
because their Angels in Heaven 
always look upon the face of my 
Heavenly Father.’ In the mystery 
of the guardianship of the Angels, 
there is also the idea of the 
contemplation of God the Father.

Our Angel is not only with 
us, he also sees God the 
Father and is in relationship 
with Him. He is the daily 
bridge, from the moment we 
arise to the moment we go 
to bed. The Angel is the daily 
gateway to transcendence, 
to the encounter with the 
Father: the Angel helps us 
to go forward because he 
looks upon the Father and 
he knows the way. Let us 
not forget these companions 
along the journey. 
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A catechist instructor was shot 
dead in Acacoyagua chapel 
of Chiapas State - another 
example of how the violence 
consuming Mexico is impacting 
the Catholic Church.

The Bishop of the diocese of 
Tapachula, in a video sent to Fides 

talks about the terrible event: “We were 
victims of the generalised violence that 
exists in the country. Saturday June 15th 
at the end of a catechists’ training course 
at the Immaculate Conception church of 
San Marcos Evangelista parish, two young 
men entered and started shooting. One of 
the bullets struck Margeli Lang Antonio who 
died almost immediately. We are close to 
her family. As a diocesan family we cannot 
get used to these facts of violence that 
demonstrate social and moral degradation 
of the human community”. Bishop Calderón 
has asked the authorities to find those 
responsible as soon as possible.

During a press conference June 16th, the 
Bishop stressed that “social decomposition 
is due to a lack of integral health of 
communities. When there is no work, when 
there is injustice, when there is impunity, 
when there is an excessive ambition for 
money, when people’s lives have a price, 
when what is put at the centre is money; 
then everything has a price and whoever has 
the money is the one who commands...” 

 Fides has received the Bishops’ 
Conference statement, on the meeting of 
the CEM Presidency with the President of 
the Republic, in order “to begin fraternal 
dialogue with the will to collaborate in 
building a more just society”. The Bishops 
touched two fundamental themes: migration 
emergency, and the building of peace.

Regarding the first: The Catholic 
Church continues to offer its resources: 
95 dioceses, 10 thousand parishes, more 
than 130 hostels and thousands of pastoral 
workers engaged in the humanitarian 
mission and in defence of human rights”. 
The presidency of the CEM therefore 
stressed that “greater joint collaboration is 
needed to guarantee the safety of migrants”.

On the second issue: the “Bishops 
intend to give their contribution to the 
reconstruction of the social fabric and the 
strengthening of the rule of law, through a 
peace building plan which includes listening 
centres, centres for the defence of human 
rights, accompaniment of victims, and 
peace education workshops. The suffering 
of so many Mexican families through 
violence and insecurity urgently calls for our 
fraternal collaboration”, the Bishops say.

The CEM statement concludes by 
recalling that other topics were also 
discussed, and that the Church intends to 
fulfil its mission by participating in others 
search for the common good in which the 
full exercise of religious freedom strengthens 
democracy”.  Fides

M E X I C O

Catechist killed 
in church…
Bishops reaffirm 
commitment to peace

Margeli Lang Antonio.
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Gathered in Plenary 
Assembly from 3rd to 7th 
June the Honduran Bishops 
Message indicates the main 
deficiencies encountered by 
the community: the high cost 
of living, crime and violence, 
unemployment, serious 
deficiencies in the health 
and education system, and 
corruption.

There are other problems that are 
equally likely to provoke conflicts 

even more serious than those we are 
experiencing now, in reference to health 
and education: problems in the form of 
legislation of the National Congress of 
Honduras, problems in the decisions of 
the Executive, in the crisis of State 
companies, in services regarding energy, 
water, transport…. If every problem 
leads to conflicts like the one we are 
experiencing, and if every conflict is 
handled with the same inefficiency, the 
consequences can precipitate Honduras 
into a crisis that will be very difficult to 
overcome”.

In this situation the indignation of the 
majority, the suffering of the poorest, 
the disappointment of the young, the 
fear of migrants, anguish of the sick, the 
powerlessness against corruption and 
impunity, the struggle of those who fight 
for a better Honduras without seeing 
results, becomes even more painful and 
distrusting.

The Bishops’ analysis presents itself 
with firm and concrete tones, as has 
rarely happened in the history of the 
country: “We are very worried about the 
future of our Honduras”.

This first part of the document 
concludes with the proposal to change 
the country: “We are very worried 
about the moral decline in to which 
our country is sinking. To obtain good 
it is never right to do evil. The second 
part focuses on points on which action 
is urgently needed, such as respect for 
law…trust…political ethics…truth…true 
dialogue. 

 “We want to appeal to the whole of 
society: Let us begin to be aware that 
a change is possible when we make a 
commitment to achieve it in solidarity.” 
 Fides

H O N D U R A S

Change is 
possible and 
urgent…
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With great conviction and 
no less hope, I submit to 
your attention the aid and 
training project for young 
Afro-descendants of the city 
of Floresta in the State of 
Pernambuco - Brazil, seat of 
our diocese.

Floresta is located in the sertao 
pernambucano, a semi-arid region in 

which the challenges of drought join that 
of poverty and the culture of violence. 
Often, those who suffer the most from 
this reality are the younger generations 
and Negroes Afro-descendants and 
Indians direct descendants of the original 
peoples of the region. Young Negroes in 
particular, are those most discriminated 
against by a mentality that still cannot 

overcome prejudices. They are the most 
numerous victims of violence and the 
struggle between rival gangs in drug 
dealing. They are more exposed, and 
sometimes set on, to the temptation of 
prostitution and drug use.

In this objectively difficult situation, 
a few years ago the association ‘Raizes’ 
(Roots) was born, and is concerned with 
recovering these young people through 
redemption and valorisation of their 
African origins. Rhythm and dance, 
studied not only in their expression, but 
also in their origin and meaning, are the 
starting point for a rediscovery of dignity 
and for a progressive reconstruction of the 
personality of the young people involved, 
and of their active participation in the 
life of society. So far the activities have 
been made possible with funding from 
local bodies, the parish and diocesan 

B R A Z I L

They suffer from 
every day realities
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community, the civil institutions of 
Floresta, but six consecutive years of 
siccity – this year the situation seems 
to change- have greatly reduced the 
possibilities of the spending of all, 
and now we find the need to resort 
to ‘external’ sources to give continuity 
to this action that, in the ‘existential 
periphery’ of the youth of Floresta, 
are more than a light of hope and 
a beautiful reality. Their fruits are 
beginning to be seen and we wish they 
could continue.

For all this I appeal to your sensibility 
in the hope of finding help that will allow 
us to continue to fight to give young 
people, the city, and all of us a future 
more in keeping with the will of God. In 
communion of faith and prayer. 

Dom Gabriele Marchesi, Bishop of Floresta

OUR MISSION SERVICE
Includes forwarding donations to 
missionaries, and our addresses are on the 
inside front cover of Echo.

Dear Sisters, the enclosed gift of: 

$                                          is for:

■■  General Mission Fund

■■  Refugees 

■■    Food

■■  Liturgical vestments / Mass kits

■■  Transport

■■  Specific

Name

Address

P/Code

FORM OF BEQUEST
I hereby bequeath to the Missionary Sisters of 

St Peter Claver, a religious and charitable 

Congregation, the sum of:

$
free of legacy duty, to be used for: 

■ ■   The needs of the Missions

■■      The Sister’s Congregation

The receipt of the Superior for the time being, 

will be sufficient discharge of the legacy.

Name

Address

P/Code

  The youth of Floresta, 
are more than a light 
of hope and a beautiful 
reality. 
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“In order for a change to take 
place, we all must be ready for a 
sincere change of heart, from the 
lowest level to the highest but 
especially at the highest levels”, 
said Cardinal John Onaiyekan, 
Archbishop of Abuja, while 
delivering a message at the Inter-
denominational church service 
for 2019 presidential inauguration 
ceremony held at National 
Christian Centre, Abuja.

Speaking before President Muhammadu 
Buhari, re-elected in February, 

Cardinal Onaiyekan insisted on the need 
to tell the truth about the State of the 
pointing the finger at economic 
inequalities that undermine the fabric of 
the nation.

The ranks of the poor are swelling by 
the day, hopeless and helpless as they 
watch in frustration the affluence of the 

very few in a different kind of world. Such 
wide social economic disparity has led 
to anger, tension, violence and outright 
criminality in the land. All is not well, but 
all is not lost either”, said the Cardinal.

“Our ethnic diversity is God’s will and 
gift, that we ought to appreciate and 
celebrate. We should beware of those 
who seek to manipulate this in a game 
of divide and rule, for selfish interests. In 
our emerging global word, we should be 
building on our long experience of living 
together across ethnic lines, if we are not 
to allow ourselves to be left behind in our 
fast developing modern world.

Those who manipulate religion for 
their own selfish political interest end 
up destroying religion and harming the 
nation. Our Constitution is not perfect, 
but its basic provisions about freedom of 
religion are valid and must scrupulously 
be respected by all, especially those who 
control State instruments of coercion.” 
 Fides

N I G E R I A

Economic 
disparity 
puts nation 
at risk
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During the Mass of inauguration 
for the continental missionary 
event held in July in Santa Cruz 
de la Sierra, Cardinal Fernando 
Filoni asked the question,“What 
is a missionary work?” 

‘God is always the one who takes the 
initiative, asks for the collaboration 

of the human being and adherence to his 
project. The answer comes through our 
willingness to obey God, which brings 
forth God’s blessing. At each new venture, 
it is important to ask for God’s blessing 
and to carry on the work that Jesus left to 
his disciples.”

Cardinal Filoni stressed that it was 
important for each one to answer the 
question “What is a missionary work?” 
because this work has above all a heart, 
a centre and a name: Jesus, which 
means “God is our help.” He went on to 
say that “Missionary work is a blessing for 

all those to whom the name of the Lord 
is announced. It is clear that missionary 
work is not philanthropy or even just 
works of good will. It is essential to be 
credible, which leads to charity, and this 
is missionary life.”

The relics of Blessed Mother Maria 
Ignazia di Gusu, who founded the Crusader 
Missionaries of the Church, were present 
at the celebration. She founded a great 
love for the missionary apostolate and on 
October 14th, Pope Francis will canonise 
this authentic missionary of our times.

As the inauguration of this important 
American ecclesial event was celebrated, 
Cardinal Filoni said it allowed them 
to take stock of their missionary 
commitment, to give new impetus, to be 
renewed in the ardour and passion for 
Christ, and constituted a true blessing 
where missionaries were the bearers for 
love of the poor, the unemployed, the 
marginalized and those who hunger and 
thirst for justice.  Fides

Cardinal 
Filoni opens 
CAM 5
“Missionary work has a heart, 
a centre, a name: Jesus”

B O L I V I A

Holy Father Pope Francis with Cardinal Filoni. 
Photo: L’Osservatore Romano.
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“As the term of office in 
Parliament comes to an end, 
it is good to recall that for 
five years God has been 
working miracles through 
the services the Honourable 
members rendered to the 
people of Malawi”. 

In this spirit, Catholic Members of 
Parliament and other faith 

denominations celebrated a 
Thanksgiving Mass presided by Fr. 
Henry Chinkanda, the Catholic 
Parliamentary Liaison Officer – CPLO, 
in Lilongwe Parliament.

Fr. Henry explains that “Members 
of Parliament themselves found it 
necessary to thank God at the end of 
year term of office, serving the Malawian 
Nation in that capacity. Giving thanks 

requires one to be optimistic in life, and 
there is always need to regularly see the 
good things in life so as to give thanks 
to God the source of all that is good. 
Anybody who knows and understand 
one’s beginning, should be grateful to 
God for the beginning of everything that 
is good. 

The person who strives to justly 
succeed in life is always thankful to 
God, does everything as God wills, 
receives everything as an instance of 
God’s goodness; and has a heart ready 
to praise God”, says Fr. Henry.

The CPLO has called upon the 
Honourable Members to campaign 
with a Christian face by desisting 
and refraining from instigating acts 
of violence, by proposing themes and 
programmes, always in a constructive 
spirit and to build the common good of 
the country.  Fides

M A L A W I

Thanksgiving Mass 
in Parliament

A school run by the Catholic Church, with its Sister Principal, teachers and a few of the children.
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On behalf of over 2800 
Catholics of Tan Hoi Parish 
I would like to express my 
gratitude for your grant of 
181,570,000 VND which I 
received in November 2018.

It took us 7 years to build and we 
accepted difficulties of weather, 

finance and other things but that 
ensured that the completed church can 
endure natural disasters of storm and 
flood. The total cost was 
16,000,000,000 VND. Your grant was 
used to pay for some of the bricks and 
stone etc.

I am delighted to tell you that 
Tan Hoi Catholics are very happy to 
have this project completed because 
they did not have adequate space for 
worshipping God, before or during 
construction of this church. Now they 
come in joy and peace.

We really are very grateful for your 
support which helped us to complete 
this church successfully. May the Lord 
bless all the benefactors who helped 
you to assist us, and we assure you and 
each of them of our prayer for God’s 
blessings always. 

Fr. Joseph Tran Chinh True, Vinh Diocese.

V I E T N A M

It took seven years 
to build…

The beautiful finished Church in Tan Hoi Parish.
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The diocese of Tombura-Yambio 
celebrated the ordination of a priest 

and seven deacons of the Seminary of 
St. John Paul on 7th June. This is what 
was reported to Agenzia Fides by Fr. 
Christopher Hartley of the diocese of 
Toledo, who has just arrived in South 
Sudan to found a new Catholic Mission 
after spending the last 12 years in 
Gode, Somali region of Ethiopia.

“Their testimony is an invitation to 
all of us to put our faith into action at 
the service of God and of our sisters and 
brothers wherever we are”, explained 
the Bishop of the diocese, Mgr.Edwardo 
Hiiboro Kussala. “It is a sign of growth 
and hope for the Church in the diocese 
and in South Sudan”, he added, 
appreciating the gift received from the 
Lord.

The diocese covers two countries, 
Yambio and Tombura and has 27 
parishes. Located in the south west on 
the border between South Sudan and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, the 
diocese continues to suffer from the 
effects of the war currently taking place 
in the country.

Currently the diocese hosts a large 
number of internally displaced persons 
who need pastoral care.  “In a climate 
of tension, the ordination of the priest 
and of the seven deacons is seen as a 
great blessing for the people of God”, 
concludes Fr. Hartley.  Fides

S O U T H  S U D A N

Sign of hope 
for the Church

A Tombura seminarian, ACN photo.



23M I S S I O N A R Y  S I S T E R S  O F  S T .  P E T E R  C L A V E R

2019 claverian
missionevents

TOOWOOMBA
Cent Sales:  
December   7th, Saturday @ 1.30pm
Venue:  All Seasons Function Centre, 
cnr Tor & North Streets.

Rare & Beautiful Sale:  
October 26th, Saturday @ 6.30am-12pm
Venue:  71 Margaret Street, East Toowoomba

MELBOURNE
Annual Mission Fair: 
Saturday  12th October @ 9am – 3pm
St. Peter Claver Hall, 154 Cotham Rd, Kew 
Donated goods: Ph. 9817 3715

COMMENTS
Thank you for the latest ‘Echo’ and your beautiful • 
‘Praise Meditation’. It’s lovely. I was interested in 
the poultry project in Tanzania and I remember as 
a child in England during the War, the tremendous 
improvement made to our diet when we bought a 
house and could keep six hens. Our home had been 
bombed, not a direct hit but everything had to go 
into store and we moved around in rented houses 
for several years. Then we were able to have a home 
again, and could have up to six hens without being 
registered. It was wonderful. I love the picture of 
the happy smiling Sister on the cover of May Echo. 
I think I know just how she was feeling at that 
moment. Prayers and blessings and much love as 
always to you, Sisters. R. S. Queensland
Your Echo magazine is a breath of fresh air among the • 
constant bombardment of sad and bad news dished 
up on TV and the secular press. E.R. New Zealand

 

 LET US PRAY FOR 
OUR DECEASED

Sr. Elizabeth Mekkattuparambil, Missionary Sister of 
St. Peter Claver, died in India at 76 years of age with 
54 years in the Congregation. Sr. M. Antonia Rincon, 
Missionary Sister of St. Peter Claver, died in Spain at 
82 years of age with 63 years in the Congregation. Fr. 
Joseph Patrick Hall, Bridie Lynam, Cardinal Paolo Sardi, 
Aubrey Meyen, Fr. Eutycas Murangiru Muthur, John 
Brown, Kathrine Canavan, Fr. Norbert E. Mugarura, 
Frank Nemet, Ethna Cora McGuire, Bernie Smith, 
Theresa Mary Foley, Patricia Kemdrick, Leonie Aiono, 
Olive Teresa Stempa, Yadwiga Gil, Sr. Anne Derwin 
RSJ., Fr. Boniface Bwanalonga, and for all deceased 
benefactors and promoters.
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St Peter Claver

St. Peter Claver, whose feast day is 
9th September, was born in Spain 

and went to Colombia where he was 
ordained a Jesuit priest, spending 
most of his life caring for African 
Slaves sent by ship to Cartagena.

He cared especially for the sick 
among them and went around the 
town begging for food and medication 
for the slaves. He is credited with 
personally baptising three hundred 
thousand slaves, many of whom 
arrived almost dead in Cartagena. 
Peter Claver comforted them and gave 
them every assistance possible. 

Pope Francis praying in the Shrine of St. Peter 
Claver in Cartagena, Colombia, September 2017. 
Photo: L’Osservatore Romano.

C O L O M B I A
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In festive costume and marked with the Cross of 
Christ. See article Papua New Guinea, on page 4.

By doing what is pleasing to 
God and avoiding what 
displeases him, we witness 
our love. A necessary 
consequence of our love 
for God is a love for our 
neighbour and we feel 
moved to lead others to 
this Fount of love. We do 
not see God but we see 
our neighbours so we 
can do good to them. 
In this way we are 
grateful to the Lord 
who grants us such 
opportunities.

   Blessed Mary Theresa 
 Ledochowska – 1905


